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Security Council members reiterate call for increased humanitarian access 

During a meeting on the situation in the Middle East on 22 July, some Member States 

expressed concern at the continued suffering of civilians in Syria and called for the 

implementation of resolution 2165 (2014) cross line/cross border humanitarian access. 

The Security Council members also welcomed the appointment of a new Special Envoy 

and Deputy Special Envoy for Syria, hoping that they would help bring about a political 

settlement. 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2014/sc11485.doc.htm 

 

WFP airlifts food aid to displaced families in north eastern Syria 

On 22 July, the World Food Programme (WFP) started airlifting food for a total of 50,000 

internally displaced people in Syria’s north eastern Al Hassakeh governorate as food 

deliveries by road are blocked. As part of the relief operation, 23 WFP-chartered flights 

will transport critically needed food items as well as life-saving medicines from the 

Damascus to Qamishli airport. “The dire humanitarian situation in the governorate is 

rapidly deteriorating as more and more families are pushed further into food insecurity,” 

said Muhannad Hadi, WFP’s Regional Emergency Coordinator for the Syria crisis. 

http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-airlifts-food-displaced-families-amid-

growing-hunger-northeastern-syria 

 

UN agencies call for global action to protect children against polio in Syria and 

the region 

In a report released on 22 July, the World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF 

announced the completion of the first phase of the biggest polio vaccination campaign 

ever undertaken in the history of the Middle East. Twenty-five million children under the 

age of five were reached in seven countries in 37 rounds. According to the agencies, 38 

cases of polio have been confirmed in Syria with 765,000 Syrian children living in 

besieged areas. The report notes that polio vaccination coverage has dramatically 

declined in Syria from an average of 99% to 52%. “Polio has forced its way back into 

Syria. We got to a point where we had to work with very limited resources to defeat 

what had been a long forgotten enemy in this region: one that can travel fast, infecting 

children not just in war-torn Syria but across the region,” said Chris Maher, WHO 

Manager for Polio Eradication and Emergency Support. 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/polio-outbreak-middle-east-war-syria-

opens-door-old-enemy 

http://childrenofsyria.info/wp-

content/uploads/2014/07/Polio_Outbreak_in_the_Middle_East_July2014-En1.pdf 
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CEDAW adopts recommendations on protection of rights of women and girls  

At the conclusion of its 58th session on 21 July, the United Nations Committee on the 

Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) adopted a series of 

recommendations on Syria to ensure the full implementation of the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. Reminding Syrian authorities 

of their obligations under humanitarian, refugee and criminal law to ensure protection for 

women and girls, the Committee urged them to allow independent access for UN entities 

to all areas, including the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, to monitor 

and document human rights violations perpetrated against the civilian population, 

including women and girls. In its recommendations, the Committee also urged the Syrian 

government to revive peace negotiations and ensure the meaningful and inclusive 

participation of women holding different political views at all stages of the peace process 

and reconstruction initiatives. 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT

%2fCEDAW%2fOCR%2f58%2f22163&Lang=en 

 

Select UN stories 

WHO delivers medicines and medical supplies to Dar’a governorate 

Dar’a, Syria, 20 July – WHO has provided the health authorities in the Dar’a governorate 

with 25 metric tonnes of life-saving, chronic disease medicines, intravenous fluids and 

multivitamins for children. This was done in response to critical health needs of nearly 

424,500 people living there. "This breakthrough delivery will bring much needed medical 

supplies to vulnerable populations in one of the areas most in need of medical assistance 

in Syria,” said Elizabeth Hoff, WHO Representative in Syria. Due to the challenging 

security situation, this is WHO’s second delivery to Dar’a in 2014 – in March, the 

Organization supported health authorities and local nongovernmental organizations with 

medical assistance for over 110,000 beneficiaries. 

http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/who-delivers-medicines-and-medical-supplies-

to-dara-governorate.html 

 

Relevant links to UN Secretariat, Agencies, Funds and Programmes on Syria 

DPI Focus Page on Syria: 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocusRel.asp?infocusID=146&Body=Syria&Body1= 

 

OPCW-UN Joint Mission 

http://opcw.unmissions.org/ 

 

UN humanitarian agencies 

UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/media/index.html 

WFP: http://www.wfp.org/countries/syria 

OCHA: http://www.unocha.org/crisis/syria 

WHO: http://www.who.int/countries/syr/en/ 

UNHCR: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4f86c2426.html 

OHCHR: http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?CID=SY 

UNRWA: http://www.unrwa.org/ 

 

UN on social media: 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/UN 

Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/un_photo/ 

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/unitednations 

Tumblr: http://united-nations.tumblr.com/ 
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Photo galleries:  

UNHCR: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c25d.html 

UNRWA: http://www.unrwa.org/photogallery.php 

OCHA: http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/photo-gallery 

UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/photography/photo_2013.php#UNI82253 

IRIN: http://www.irinnews.org/photo/ 
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