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New UN websites & publications 
 
 
UN in General 
 
 
Dag Hammarskjöld Library Research Guide: UN Secretariat  

http://research.un.org/en/docs/secretariat  

 

 

JURISPRUDENCE (OHCHR.org)  

http://juris.ohchr.org/ 

This database provides easy access to jurisprudence emanating from the United Nations Treaty 

Bodies which receive and consider complaints from individuals. It is intended to be a single 

source of the human rights recommendations and findings issued by all above committees in 

their work on individual cases. This database is based on a database designed and developed 

by the Netherlands Institute of Human Rights (SIM) of Utrecht University which has agreed to 

make its database available to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights. 

 

 

 

 
http://www.un.org/action2015  

Earlier this year the Department of Public Information 

launched “2015: Time for Global Action”, the UN system-

wide campaign that aims to build public support for the 

sustainable development agenda and show how the issues 

behind some of this year’s most important events are 

interconnected.  As part of the campaign, a new website –is 

now live and will shortly be available in all six official UN 

languages. This website will serve as a source of news, as a 

portal to UN system websites, and as the anchor for a 

robust social media campaign. It will also link to the 

extensive civil society mobilization under way through the 

concurrent Action 2015 campaign. 
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Peace and Security 
 

 

Natural Resources and Conflict: A Guide for Mediation 

Practitioners (DPA / UNEP) 
http://postconflict.unep.ch/publications/UNDPA_UNEP_NRC_Mediation_full.pdf  

Published in February 2015 by the United Nations Department of Political 

Affairs  (DPA) and the United Nations Environment Programme this guide 

aims to inform mediators and stakeholders addressing conflicts over 

natural resources - whether those disagreements are violent, have the 

potential to turn violent, or are part of a larger political struggle, 

including within a peace process. It draws on the field experiences of 

mediators and mediation experts.  

 

 

Performance Peacekeeping: Final Report of the Expert Panel on Technology and 

Innovation in UN Peacekeeping 

http://www.performancepeacekeeping.org/  
 

 

On 23 February 2015, the Expert Panel on Technology and Innovation 

in UN Peacekeeping released its report on how new technologies and 

innovations can best benefit United Nations Peacekeeping. The five-

member panel of independent experts, led by Jane Holl Lute, was 

appointed in June 2014 by Under-Secretaries-General Hervé Ladsous 

from the Department of Peacekeeping Operations and Ameerah Haq 

from the Department of Field Support to recommend ways in which 

the technological foundation of peacekeeping operations can be 

strengthened in order to increase operational effectiveness. The 

Panel’s findings were based on several field visits and interviews with 

Member States, partner organizations with similar field operations, 

non-governmental and governmental research institutions and think- 

tanks as well as industry leaders in a variety of sectors of interest to United Nations 

Peacekeeping. The report features a number of practical recommendations to keep pace with 

innovation and to take full advantage of readily available and existing technologies that are 

essential to success. 

 

 

Security Council Concept Note: Open debate on the protection of civilians in armed 

conflict, 27 January 2015  

English, French & Spanish: http://undocs.org/S/2015/32  

The Security Council held an open debate on Tuesday, 27 January 2015, on the topic 

“Protection of civilians in armed conflict: protection challenges and needs faced by women and 

girls in armed conflict and post-conflict settings”. The Security Council President for the month 

of January, Chile, had prepared this concept note. 

 

 

Security Council Concept Note: Open debate on maintenance of international peace 

and security: reflecting on history and reaffirming our strong commitment to the 

purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations  

English, French & Spanish: http://undocs.org/S/2015/87    

The Security Council held an open debate ministerial level on Monday, 23 February 2015, on 

“Maintenance of international peace and security: reflecting on history and reaffirming our 

strong commitment to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations”. 

The Security Council President for the month of February, China, had prepared this concept 

note. 
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United Nations Peacekeeping Operations – Fact Sheet: 31 January 2015 

(DPI/1634/Rev.165, February 2015) 

English: http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml  

French: http://www.un.org/fr/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml  

Spanish: http://www.un.org/es/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml  

German: http://www.unric.org/html/german/dpi1634dt.pdf 

 

 

 

 

Economic & Social Development 
 

 

Business Backs Education: Creating a baseline for Corporate CSR Spend on Global 

Education Initiatives - January 2015 (UNESCO) 

http://www.unesco.org/education/BBE-EPG-Report2015.pdf  

The world’s first comprehensive study into global corporate education CSR spend, published by 

the Varkey Foundation in collaboration with UNESCO, shows that the 2013 Fortune Global 500 

companies only spend $2.6bn (13%) of their combined CSR budget of $19.9bn on education 

related activities. The report also finds that less than half of the Fortune Global 500 provide 

any spending on education-related CSR.  
 

 

Economic Impact of Ebola on Sub-Saharan Africa: Updated estimates for 2015  

(World Bank)  

http://un4.me/1DEGKfB   

The Ebola epidemic will continue to cripple the economies of Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone 

even as transmission rates in the three countries show significant signs of slowing. The Bank 

Group estimates that these three countries will lose at least US$1.6 billion in forgone economic 

growth in 2015 as a result of the epidemic.  

 

 

 

An Employment-Oriented Investment Strategy for Europe (ILO) 

http://un4.me/1EWXPjf  

Against a backdrop of sluggish economic conditions and continued weak 

job creation, the Investment Plan proposed by the European Commission 

President Jean-Claude Juncker would provide a rapid economic stimulus 

that would foster Europe’s competitiveness at the same time as boosting 

much-needed employment creation. The main finding of this ILO report 

is that, if careful consideration is given to the design of the programme 

and its allocation, over 2.1 million net new jobs would be created by 

mid-2018. 

 

 

 

The Investment Case for Education and Equity (UNICEF) 

http://un4.me/17ho60M 

Education is in crisis worldwide. Millions of children, especially the most 

marginalized, are excluded from school. Many millions more attend 

school, but they do not learn basic reading and math skills. In addition, 

international funding for education is on the decline. This study 

explains the global education crisis and outlines solutions. It calls for an 

increase in funding for education and investments that are more 

equitable and efficient. 
 

 

 

http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml
http://www.un.org/fr/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml
http://www.un.org/fr/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml
http://www.un.org/es/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml
http://www.un.org/es/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/factsheet.shtml
http://www.unric.org/html/german/dpi1634dt.pdf
http://www.unric.org/html/german/dpi1634dt.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/education/BBE-EPG-Report2015.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/education/BBE-EPG-Report2015.pdf
http://un4.me/1DEGKfB
http://un4.me/1DEGKfB
http://un4.me/1EWXPjf
http://un4.me/1EWXPjf
http://un4.me/17ho60M
http://un4.me/17ho60M


 

 

- 4 - 

Transforming Economies: Making industrial policies work for growth, jobs and 

development (ILO / UNCTAD) 

http://un4.me/17ZwpPR 

This book helps connect the dots between economic theory, the role of capabilities, the lessons 

from history and the practical challenges of design and implementation of industrial policies. In 

so doing it provides an excellent policy roadmap for anyone interested in the challenge of 

promoting catch-up growth and productive transformation. 
 

 

Wastewater Management: A UN-Water Analytical Brief (WHO /UNEP /UN-Habitat 

/UN-Water) 

http://www.unwater.org/publications/publications-detail/en/c/275896/   

Only 20 per cent of global wastewater is currently being treated, leaving low-income countries 

hardest hit by contaminated water supplies and disease. With urban populations estimated to 

double in the next four decades, and low-income countries possessing only 8 per cent of the 

required capacity to treat wastewater effectively, describes the damage being done to 

ecosystems and biodiversity as 'dire' and warns of the threat wastewater will increasingly pose 

to human health, economic activity, and water security if left unaddressed.  
 

 

  

 

 
Human Rights 
 

9th Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian 

Arab Republic (A/HRC/28/69)  
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session28/Documents/A.HRC.28.69_E.doc  
 

Unthinkable crimes continue to occur daily in Syria with victims’ 

voices in danger of being lost amidst the horrors of a conflict now 

approaching its fifth year, a group of UN experts warned today. In 

its latest report, the UN commission of inquiry on Syria calls for 

urgent attention to be paid to the shocking crimes that continue to 

be perpetrated against the Syrian people.  The report, the 

Commission’s ninth to the Human Rights Council, charts the major 

trends and patterns of international human rights and humanitarian 

law violations committed from March 2011 to January 2015.  It 

draws on more than 3,550 interviews with victims and eyewitnesses 

in and outside the country, collected since September 2011. The 

report emphasises the need for concerted and sustained 

international action to find a political solution, to stop grave 

violations of human rights, and to break the seemingly intractable 

cycle of impunity.  

 

 

 

Attacks Against Girls Accessing Education (OHCHR) 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CEDAW/Report_attacks_on_girls_Feb2015.pdf  

The report reviewed data on attacks on educational institutions and on girls who attempt to 

access these institutions. According to the UN’s data, an estimated 3,600 separate attacks 

against educational institutions, teachers, and students were recorded in 2012 alone in at least 

70 different countries between 2009 and 2014. Many of these attacks were aimed at girls, 

parents and teachers for advocating gender equality through education.  
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Report on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict in Iraq: 11 September – 10 

December 2014 (OHCHR / UNAMI) 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IQ/UNAMI_OHCHR_Sep_Dec_2014.pdf  

This UN report released on 23 February 2015 documents widespread human rights violations 

of an increasingly sectarian nature in Iraq, as well as a deterioration of the rule of law in large 

parts of the country. The report, produced jointly by the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq 

(UNAMI) and the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, covers the period 

from 11 September to 10 December 2014. It documents serious violations of international 

humanitarian law and gross abuses of human rights perpetrated over a three month period by 

the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), with an apparent systematic and widespread 

character. These include killings of civilians, abductions, rapes, slavery and trafficking of 

women and children, forced recruitment of children, destruction of places of religious or 

cultural significance, looting and the denial of fundamental freedoms, among others. 

 

 

 
Humanitarian Affairs 

 
Humanitarian Response Plan 2015 for Ukraine  

(Government of Ukraine, OCHA, UN Country Team in Ukraine) 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/ukraine/document/2015-ukraine-

humanitarian-response-plan  

The Humanitarian Community launched the Humanitarian Response Plan 2015 for Ukraine on 

24 February 2015. The plan targets 3.2 million of the most vulnerable people of the five million 

estimated to be in need of humanitarian assistance across the country. The plan appeals to the 

international community to generously fund the USD 316 million required to carry out a wide 

range of life-saving interventions including food and household item distribution, healthcare, 

psychosocial care, shelter, warm clothing, and basic education. 

 

Operational Guidelines for Cash-based Interventions in Displacement Settings 

(UNHCR) 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/54d387d14.html  

These operational guidelines support UNHCR and partner staff to determine if and when cash-

based interventions (CBIs) are appropriate to meet the needs of refugees and other persons of 

concern and aids the design and implementation of effective programmes. It focuses on the 

needs of refugees, but can equally be used to design programmes for other persons of 

concern. 

 

 

 

 

International Law 
 
Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide (Croatia v. Serbia) –  

The Court rejects Croatia’s claim and Serbia’s counter-claim 

Case:  

• English: http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=2&case=118&lang=en 

• French: http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=2&case=118&lang=fr  

Multimedia gallery:  

• English: http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/gallery.php?p1=6&event=20150203_cry&lang=en  

• French: http://www.icj-cij.org/presscom/gallery.php?p1=6&event=20150203_cry&lang=fr  

UN News Centre Story: 

• English: http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49977 

• French: http://www.un.org/apps/newsFr/storyF.asp?NewsID=34197  
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New information material 
 

Single copies of the following titles can be ordered via e-mail: info@unric.org 

 

 

Afrique Renouveau : « Améliorer la santé maternelle en Afrique ; Objectifs de développement 

durable : un cadre prometteur pour l’Afrique ; Dossier spécial Ebola : Chroniques de la vie au 

quotidien » 

Décembre 2014. 31 p. 
Online version: http://www.un.org/africarenewal/fr/magazine/december-2014  
 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights – Illustrated version. 

UNRIC / OHCHR. January 2015. 62 p. 
Online version: http://www.unric.org/en/elyx  
This illustrated version of the UDHR was created and designed in partnership between the artist Yacine Ait Kaci (YAK), 
creator of Elyx, the United Nations Regional Information Centre (UNRIC) and the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights – Regional Office for Europe (OHCHR). 
 

 

 

 

 

NEW TITLES 
added to the library collection in February 

 

 

0 Geneva Publications 
 

Regional Perspectives on Norms of Behaviour for Outer Space Activities. 

United Nations. New York and Geneva. iv, 42 p.2015. (UNIDIR/2015/1) 
Online version: http://www.unidir.org/files/publications/pdfs/regional-perspectives-on-norms-of-behaviour-for-outer-
space-activities-en-622.pdf  

 

 

I General Information and Reference 
 

UN Chronicle. Volume LI, Number 3, 2014: “Conference Diplomacy, 1815 - 2015”. 51 p. 
Online version: http://unchronicle.un.org/issue/conference-diplomacy/  

 

 

II.E Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 
 

Classification-cadre des Nations Unies pour l’énergie fossile et les réserves et ressources 

minérales, 2009 incorporant les spécifications pour son application.  

(CEE – Série énergie, n°.  42) 

Nations Unies. New York et Genève. 2013. xi, 54p. (ECE/ENERGY/94) 

 

 

II.G Economic Commission for Latin American and the Caribbean 

(ECLAC)  
 

Anuario Estadístico de América Latina y el Caribe 2013 / Statistical Yearbook for Latin America 

and the Caribbean 2013. 

Naciones Unidas. Santiago de Chile. CD-ROM. 

Sales No. E/S.14/II.G.1. ISBN 978-92-1-221113-8. 
Online version: http://www.cepal.org/publicaciones/xml/5/51945/AnuarioEstadistico2013.pdf  
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V International Law 
 

Yearbook of the International Law Commission 2008, Volume I: Summary records of the 

meetings of the sixtieth session 5 May – 6 June and 7 July – 8 August 2008..  

United Nations. New York and Geneva. 2015. xviii, 303 p. (A/CN.4/SER.A/2008)  

Sales No. E.13.V.5. ISBN 978-92-1-133811-9. 
Online version: http://legal.un.org/ilc/publications/yearbooks/yearbooks.htm  

 

 

XIV Human Rights (including Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights - OHCHR) 
 

Élaboration des plans d'action nationaux de lutte contre la discrimination raciale : guide 

pratique. 

Nations Unies. New York et Genève. 2014. viii, 104 p. (HR/PUB/13/3) 

Sales No. F.13.XIV.3.  
Online version: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HR-PUB-13-03_fr.pdf  

 

 

World Health Organization (WHO) 
 

Bulletin of the World Health Organization: Volume 93, Issue 2, February 2015, p. 65-132. 
Online version: http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/93/2/en/    
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Back issues of this newsletter are available at the UNRIC Info Point & Library website: 

http://www.unric.org/en/unric-library-newsletter  
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