
The United Nations, in partnership with the European Week of Action for Girls, Mission of
Canada to the EU and The Embassy of Ireland, present: 

 The Breadwinner
With an introduction by the Canadian Ambassador to Belgium and Luxembourg, Olivier Nicoloff, and the Irish

Ambassador to Belgium, Helena Nolan, the panel discussion includes:

Nora Twomey                          @nora877 
The Director of The Breadwinner 
Nora is an Irish animator, director, screenwriter, producer and voice actress. She is a
partner in Cartoon Saloon, an animation studio and production company, based in
Kilkenny City, Ireland. She co-directed The Secret of Kells and directed The
Breadwinner. Her work on both films earned Academy award nominations for Best
Animated Feature Film. 

Sietske Steneker                     @StenekerS 
Director of the Brussels Office of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
Sietske, a national from the Netherlands, has previously worked as UNFPA
Representative in the Russian Federation, Honduras and El Salavdor. She holds a
Masters Degree in International Law and Public Health in Developing Countries.
UNDFPA delivers a world where every pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth is safe,
and every young person's potential is fulfilled.  

Carlos Jimenez 
Spanish Desk Officer, the United Nations Regional Information Centre 
Carlos is the Desk Officer for Spain and Andorra at UNRIC, the United Nations Regional
Information Centre in Brussels. Mr Jimenez started his career at the United Nations in
1984 and has since worked at UN offices in New York, Madrid and Geneva. He studied
journalism at the School of Communications of American University in Washington and
was a correspondent at EFE, Spanish News Agency. 

Follow the discussion on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram: 

@CineONU #CineONU @BreadwinnerThe #TheBreadwinner @Canada2EU @IrishEmbBelgium @UNFPABrussels
#EUGirlsWeek 
@CineONU @TheBreadwinnerMovie 

Áine Hearns                             @AineHearnsIRL 
Director of the Conflict Resolution Unit at the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade, Ireland 
Áine joined the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in 1979 and is currently Director
of the Conflict Resolution Unit with responsibly for Ireland’s National Action Plan on
UNSCR 1325 (Women, Peace & Security). The Unit is also involved in promoting lesson
sharing from the Northern Ireland Peace Process. From 2014-2017 she was Ambassador
of Ireland to Malawi and from 2009-14 Deputy Director of Evaluation & Audit Unit.   
 

@uncinema @TheBreadwinnerMovie



The European Week o f  Ac t ion  o f  G i r l s  (EWAG) is  a  week- long programme o f
events  and ac t iv i t ies ,  based around the  In te rna t iona l  Day o f  the  Gi r l  Ch i ld ,  on

Thursday  11 th  October .   
 

Now in  i t s  s ix th  year  EWAG asks  the  EU to  be t te r  p ro tec t  and champion the
r igh ts  o f  g i r l s ,  par t i cu la r ly  th rough i t s  ex terna l  ac t ion .  Organ ised by  a
coa l i t ion  o f  c iv i l  soc ie ty  o rgan isa t ions ,  and suppor ted  by  the  European

Ins t i tu t ions  and UN Agenc ies ,  the  2018 European Week o f  Ac t ion  fo r  G i r l s
takes  p lace  f rom 8  –  12  October .   

 
Th is  year  aga in ,  EWAG wi l l  launch in  Brusse ls  fo r  a  fu l l  week (8 -12  October )

around the  In te rna t iona l  Day o f  the  Gi r l  Ch i ld .  For  th is  ed i t ion ,  as  the
European Par l iament  e lec t ions  are  approach ing ,  EWAG focuses  on  advocacy

by  g i r l s ,  fo r  g i r l s ,  in  Europe and beyond.   
 

G i r l  advocates  w i l l  ga ther  in  Brusse ls  fo r  a  fu l l  day  o f  capac i ty -bu i ld ing  on
the  European Un ion ,  par t i cu la r ly  on  what  the  Par l iament  can and shou ld  do  to

empower  g i r l s  to  en joy  the i r  r igh ts  a round the  wor ld .  Th is  w i l l  in fo rm and
suppor t  the i r  meet ings  w i th  a  number  o f  MEPs f rom var ious  po l i t i ca l  g roups .

Since 2012, 11 October has been marked as the Internat ional  Day of  the Gir l .  The
day aims to highl ight  and address the needs and chal lenges gir ls face, whi le

promot ing gir ls '  empowerment and the ful f i l lment of  their  human r ights.  
 

Today's generat ion of  g i r ls are prepar ing to enter a wor ld of  work that is being
transformed by innovat ion and automat ion. Educated and ski l led workers are in great
demand, but roughly a quarter of  young people – most of  them female – are current ly

nei ther employed or in educat ion or t ra ining. 
 

Of the 1 bi l l ion young people – including 600 mi l l ion adolescent gir ls – that  wi l l  enter
the workforce in the next decade, more than 90% of those l iv ing in developing

countr ies wi l l  work in the informal sector,  where low or no pay, abuse and
exploi tat ion are common. 

Under the 2018 theme, With Her:  A Ski l led Gir lForce, Internat ional  Day of  the Gir l  wi l l
mark the beginning of  a year- long ef fort  to br ing together partners and stakeholders to

advocate for,  and draw attent ion and investments to,  the most pressing needs and
opportuni t ies for  gir ls to at ta in ski l ls  for  employabi l i ty .   


